It is = great pleasure upon behalf of the University to welcome

the renreszse tatlvea of 1its owners, the members of the lepisliature,
and the nress. The Unilversity of Wisconsin is & state, not a lo-—
cal Institution. In meny states the funds which are deveted +o high~

er educatlon are distributed smong two or more foundations. In such
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states the various divisions of the university, such as the College
of Llberal Arts, the College of Agriculture, the College of Law, the
College of Mines, and the College of Hedlicine, are local institutions,
at least in part. But the bullders of the state of Wisconsin st =

sducation was rife so clearly recog-
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time when/p,h llvigion in hi
. . ALk - . . . s
nizea‘ngﬁiﬁETtance of 1t%/univer31ty, 50 clearly saw thet this tuni-
Wt
versity must be a state institution, that they nlaced in the frame-

work of the state, the constitution, a provision for the Tounding of

one university at the canital clty; thus forever providing ageinst sub-

The only

division and localization of the state's hipghar Pducation.

?zzzfnlvn“ﬁﬁty work

should De done at a unifled state institution, located at the caplital,

e, A1D

nized local interests by locating the university at sonme otherpoint

than the canital city. ’ -
It ge s 1T the framers of the constitution besgides ?zzé;;és- i

g the adventages of concentration in university sducation must have

L 2 L
reeogarged how mutually helpful may be the university and the govern—
ment of the stats. The university is an institution devoted to *h
advancenent and dissemination of knowlsdge. The government of the

state 1s devoted to formuls ting into writien law and putting into nrac-



tice this knowledge
/VV In Germany the relationsg of the universzsity and the govermment are
most intimate. Each great scholer has some recognized official duty

dviser of the state upon the subject in which he ig an exnert.% The

m
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advantageous rplat1on between the univergity and government nay bhe il-

Th=s 0ld unsolve ;

8w problems arising becauss of changing conditions are investigated by
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these depertments,— without partlsanship, without blas, with no nersonal

end, but with the sold€ ides of finding the truth, the vath which 1leads

4
to peace and prosnerity for the n=0nle. Thds these departments are
in the service of the state. In & sinilar way 1t can be dermcnsirated

that every other demartment is wor king effsctively for the people. This

i1s easy to sh Tor the College of Agriculture, which ny 1ts discov-
erles has returned to the state many-fold in weslth the entire cost
of the university. In all other departments the relation of servics

is 2s certaln, althocugh not 80 easy to explein in 2 sentence. Zo pro-
< &

foundly does the faculty believep;n%tke university as an institution

in the service of the state Lh fit had placed uwpon the medsl struck

for the Jubilee the words, "The University of Wisconsiln commemorates

T1ifty vears of service to the commonweslth.!

ing the frequent tendency of nany men to enlarge the importance
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of thelr own occunations I have sometimes wondered 1f the professors

of the university unduly magnify thelr calling,- that of investigad
nd disseminators of ¥nowledge.

Fach person that comes into the world is born wh acking

knowledge save of a few simple

iife. The Xnowledge and wisdom of mankind are the slow accunulstions



acquired&hrough the ages by the expenditure of uncounted sums, inestin-
able labor, and infinite nain. He who hopes to do any lsrge thing
in the world must snend from one-fourth to ons—third of his life in
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hard labor, acquiring the knowledge of the nast. nd for many a large
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frection of this time is spentin the university. It is thersfore in-
perative that the university be of the highest grade in order that the
time there svent shell be most fruitful. The greater the effeciency
of the university the more thorough will he the »nreparstion for 1life
work. Failure on the nart of the university to afford onportuniti

the egual of the best handicaps each individusal. Hence a state which

pace 1n 1ts university development with surrounding states
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she Yapoleonic Wars Germany found herself over-
run by France the statesmen of the nation saw that the futurs of Germany
depencaed unon the develownment of higher grade training than that of

eNSmy . This difdes wge the foundation of the Germen state univer-
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sity and the German bellieves that institution to have hesn a powerful

instrument in the rise of the empire.

gg ‘srians the trus nosition of the university may be brought home
by the recent history of Janan. A haelf century since the asccumulated

wealth of knowledge of the western civiligation was unknown to that

country. Hearn ssavs that her civilization wass that of twenty-seven

hundred vears &ago. In 1854 Commodore Psrry annes
waters and Japan found herself at the mercy of his guns. As soon as

tesmen of the nation apnreciated that they were help-
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the marvelous stat

of the west thaey determined to acquire
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less bhefore the apnlied

s h Like Germany they de—

this knowledge in order %o protect themselves.

cided the . remedy consisted in educatlon. The great universities of



Toklo znd Kioto were founded, and vnrofessors were asked to come to Japan

from America, from ¥ngland, from Germany, and from other countriss.
Also the young men of Janan were sent to the western natlons fto study

aips L2itdd

nurmber of them have been here. During
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in thelir universities.
the past thirty vesrs, lesg thsn a generation, Japaﬁ has established
nanufaecturies, built railroads, constructed modern armies and navies,
and most marvelous of all, she hss not only scguired the arts and scil-

nces,of the west, but she hasg become a leader in them. Many of the

tforeipgn professors have been found unnecessary, bthey have Deesn dlsmlsss

and the univergitlies manned by the sons of Janan. Were 1t not for
these universities Japan weould b= ag impotent before Russia as 1is
China.

From one point of view the acquiring of the sccumulatsd knowledge
of more than two thousand vears in one generation sééﬂe amezing, but
from another polnt of vweﬁ:got 30 strange. For each generation that
lives must do the samme thing. The childrén of Wisconsin horn to-daov
must before thev begin their life work go through exactly the same

Tor Wisconsin to hesve a university less efficient than those of

i Germany will as cartainly handican her scns as were the sons

Janan and ™
of Japan vwhen their system of educatlion was Infer rior to ithat of the
vest. It ig mlain therefors that if the state of Wisconsin is to

take and hold a leading wosition esmong the states 1ts university must

not ome inferlor to those of its competitors.
If at the out=et 1t was not clear, I hope 1t is now plein that
s ingtitution not sunpnorted in ths interest

£ They are merely tools in the service of
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the state. It 1g not

DY i » It is supportedfjgg”?g&)
hat theyv may become betier Fitted to serve the state an . -"oﬁ’i; -

1 wigdom of the generationsf{fay

students who take zdvan
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thus securing larger returns from

ent of the social and economic conditions of

the masses, and th
1ty 7K .
and suimibusl sxneriences of the race.

I shall never be content untll the bens
. This is my ldeal of

@

University resches every famlly of the stat
If our heloved institution

st perfect state university.




